
 

Riversdale Primary School  
Medium Term Planning 

 
Year Group Year 1 
Topic The Natural World / Whatever the Weather 
Selected Text (POR) Handa’s Surprise / The Hungry Caterpillar / Captain Cook / The Enormous Turnip 

 
Areas of Learning 
 

• Children will be looking at plants and recognising the different types of plants that we see in the local area. 
• Children will be growing some plants in the school, knowing what they need to survive. 
• Children will be learning about the first moon landing and the people who were involved in this historical moment. 
• Children will be making fruit salad to eat and sell. 
• Children will be filming our own cooking show. 
• Children will be observing the weather and understanding the different weather types that we experience. 

 
 

Rights Respecting Enterprise Environment Spiritual and Moral Communities 
 
The UNCRC articles that will 
be addressed during this 
topic are: 
 
Article 24 
(Health and Health Services) 
 
Article 29 
(Goals of Education) 
 

 
As enterprising people,  
we will:  
 
Design and make a fruit salad 
– advertise what we have 
made and sell fruit salad to 
parents at group stalls. 
 

 
As people concerned with our 
environment, we will:  
 
Explore how the weather 
effects our school and work 
out ways to harness its 
power. 
Plant flowers around the 
school garden areas. 
 

 
In our Spiritual and Moral 
development, we will:  
 
Continue to work in group 
situations relying on different 
roles of members in the 
group. 
Take turns in being leaders of 
groups to develop our 
leadership abilities. 
 
 

 
As members of a community, 
we will:  
 
Explore the local parks and 
garden areas, thinking about 
what we like / dislike about 
the area and what we could 
do to improve them. 
 
 



 
Essentials for Learning and Life Areas of Learning 

Communication: Attitudes: Human Social and Environmental Understanding: 
 
Writing, Presenting and Broadcasting:  
Reading: 

• Sound and blend unfamiliar 
printed words quickly and 
accurately using the phonic 
knowledge and skills that they 
have already learnt 

• Learn new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences 
(GPCs) and revise and 
consolidate those learnt 
earlier 

• Read words containing taught 
GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, 
–er and –est endings  

• Read other words of more 
than one syllable that contain 
taught GPCs  

• Read words with contractions 
and understand that the 
apostrophe represents the 
omitted letter(s)  

• Read aloud accurately books 
that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge 
and that do not require them 
to use other strategies to 
work out words  

• Re-read these books to build 
up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading. 

 

 
Learning and Thinking Skills:  

• Maintain attention and 
participate actively in 
collaborative conversations, 
staying on topic and initiating 
and responding to comments. 

 
Personal and Emotional Skills/ 
PHSE/RE:  

• Talk about my opinions and 
listen to others. 

• Share equipment with peers. 
• Explore what other religions 

believe in and where they go 
to worship. 

 
Social Skills:  

• Children will work as a group 
to solve different problems. 

• Children will learn to listen to 
the opinions and views of 
others 

 
Geography Skills:  

• Ask geographical questions  
• Observe and record  
• Express their own views about people, places and environments  
• Communicate in different ways 
• Use geographical vocabulary 
• Use fieldwork skills  
• Use secondary sources of information 
• Identify and describe what places are like  
• Identify and describe where places are  
• Recognise how places compare with other places  
• Recognise changes in the environment  

 

Unit of Study – Weather: 
• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom 

and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles. 

• Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country. 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
• Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 
weather. 

• Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour and shop. 

 
History Skills: 

• Recognise why people did things, why events happened and what 
happened as a result. 

• Identify differences between ways of life at different times. 



Writing: 
Spell:  

• The days of the week  
• using the spelling rule for 

adding –s or –es as the plural 
marker for nouns and the 
third person singular marker 
for verbs using the prefix un–  

• using –ing, –ed, –er and –est 
where no change is needed in 
the spelling of root words [  

• Form lower-case letters in the 
correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the right place  

• Understand and practise 
letters belonging to 
handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. 
letters that are formed in 
similar ways)  

Write sentences by:  
• Saying out loud what they are 

going to write about  
• Composing a sentence orally 

before writing it  
• Sequencing sentences to 

form short narratives  
• Re-reading what they have 

written to check that it makes 
sense  

• Punctuating sentences using 
capital letters and full stops, 
question mark or exclamation 
mark  

• Using a capital letter for 
names of people, places, the 

• Pupils should be taught to identify different ways in which the past is 
represented. 

• How to find out about the past from a range of sources of information 
• To ask and answer questions about the past. 
• Pupils should be taught to select from their knowledge of history and 

communicate it in a variety of ways. 
 
Unit of Study – The Moon Landing: 

• The lives of significant individuals (Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, 
Michael Collins) in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. 

• Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
globally. 

 



days of the week, and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’  

 
Unit of Study – The Natural World: 

• Instructional writing on how 
to plant a seed 

• Diary of a growing plant 
• Stories about fruit – Handa’s 

Surprise, Hungry Caterpillar, 
retelling 

• Jack & the Bean Stalk – role-
play, reinvent 

• Newspaper articles – First 
Moon Landing 

• Information texts – First 
Moon Landing 

• Power of Reading – A 
Necklace of Raindrops 

 
Mathematics: Scientific and Technological Understanding 

 
Following the Maths! No Problem (Singapore Maths) scheme. 
 

 
Plants: 

• Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, 
including deciduous and evergreen trees. 

• Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common 
flowering plants, including trees.  

 

Computing: Understanding the Arts and Design: 
 
Following the Switched-on Computing curriculum.  

 
Art and Design Skills:  

• To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  
• To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their 

ideas, experiences and imagination  
• To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  



• Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and 
designers, describing the differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.  

• Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and 
other users based on design criteria. 

• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, 
information and communication technology. 

• Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks. 

• Select from and use a wide range of ingredients, according to their 
characteristics. 

• Explore and evaluate a range of existing products. 
• Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria. 
• Use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to prepare dishes. 
• Understand where food comes from. 

 
 


